Clementine Kruczynski-Barrish
752 Montauk Highway
Montauk, NY 11954

Dear Friends,
Please let me start out by apologizing for being a bit MIA this past year. You
all know we love you but life has been so hectic and chaotic this year, and
well you know how time flies when you are dealing with, expensive trips to
the vet, car repairs, our yearly vacation, and…well, you get the picture.
I’ll just give you the highlights of course, and spare you the long winded
letter.
January started out so hopeful, Joely (as I like to call
him when he isn’t pissing me off) and I thought we’d
start the new year off right with a romantic and
energetic morning walk on the beach, joined by our
beloved fur kids Captain Sniffy and Fuzzy Butt. Boy do
they enjoy those early morning strolls! We decided to
stop at a cafe for a morning coffee and I tied the
pooches by their leashes to a table outside the cafe
while we went in to order. The two knuckleheads
managed to take off with the table in tow chasing after
a seagull. Fuzzy Butt managed to catch the seagull who
proceeded to peck at both of them causing a trip to the vet. They had a few
welts but were otherwise fine after being in cones for a week.
Joely and I decided to try vacationing somewhere new and exciting in April.
We agreed on Camden, NJ. Close enough to home, but far away enough to feel
we were “getting away from it all”. We took the trusty Amtrak train from
Montauk to Camden, but decided to rent a car from Rent a Wreck while we
were there, and line was 2 hours long! Who knew how popular Camden would
be? I couldn’t believe our luck when we got to drive off in a sweet 1999
Nissan Yaris. The best part of the trip was definitely visiting the USS New

Jersey Battleship. We did the self guided tour and were
very impressed at the how lifelike sailor mannequins were
in their sleeping quarters and also were in awe of the
three 16 inch guns which looked like cannons. The only
disappointing part was when we were escorted off the
ship for attempting to get a photo op inside one of the
cannon barrels.
Come June, I experienced some car issues with my
beloved 2003 Honda Civic. I suppose 425,000 miles might
be pushing it too long. The ignition started to get sticky,
and well, I still take that car to the Honda Dealership
because we all know you get the best deals on car
service there and I like to save money (I’m frugal NOT
cheap). I know they are professionals, but I must admit I
started to question why Joely and the service techs were
pushing the car out of the service bay at closing time.
After some exchanging of words, it was decided it was
best to come back in the morning. $782 dollars later they
made me a new key and it works great! I’d recommend
Honda to anyone that wants a car you can rely on.
Joel was having a great year at work as an Amazon
truck driver up until November when he decided to push
through the snow blizzard on his route between
Minneapolis and New York on I-94. Somewhere along the
way in Wisconsin his big rig slid right off the icy road
and into the ditch. He was fired on the spot! Don’t believe
what they say about how well Amazon treats their
employees because it’s all rubbish! So, that leads me to
December and why we can’t afford to send out any gifts
this year for the holidays. Also, if anyone has any
connections for Joel to find another driving job, that
would be greatly appreciated. We miss you all! Much love
from our little family to yours! Happy Holidays!
Sincerely,

Clem, Joel, Captain Sniffy, and Fuzzy Butt (woof!)

